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This study observed 3-year-old children in a nursery school and examined the relationship
between intersubjective interactions and intimacy formation. Study I focused on ne-utterances as
intersubjective interactions that are used frequently by young children. The categorization of
ne-utterances and whether they change as the relationship between children grows deeper were
examined. The results suggested 15 categories of neutterances and that changes in the
children’s relationships influenced the type and number of neutterances used in their
interactions. Study II examined how intersubjective interactions influence intimacy formation.
The results indicate that intimacy formation is promoted by children’s grasp of intersubjective
feelings and intentions not only regarding each other but also regarding other matters (e.g.,
outsiders) or the image of play. Thus, intimacy is formed through a process whereby children
develop intersubjective understandings. It is important that teachers support intersubjective

interactions between children by modeling the experience of intersubjective understanding
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between teachers and children.
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