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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to show what progress has been achieved in the field of “theory of
mind” by widely reviewing the existing research from the early 80’s up till now. First of all, we
attempted to classify different theoretical positions in the tree-like form according to how they
answer the basic questions of human development. Then, we examined the validity of the models
proposed by pioneer researchers such as Perner, Wellman, Baron-Cohen, Harris during 80’s and
early 90’s. After that, we analysed recent empirical researches examining the relationship
between language and theory of mind. It revealed the close link between the two, but it remains
to clarify what aspect of language helps children to construct an understanding of the mind. One
of the possibilities might be that conversation is a means through which others’ perspectives are
conveyed. Our recent researches on the theory of mind in deaf children also seem to prove the
importance of this aspect of conversation introducing alternative points of view.

[Key words] theory of mind, validity of theoretical model, language, deaf children
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