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How do preschool children playing alone change over their play?
: Change process of nonsocial play in free play.
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Abstract

The goal of the present study was to examine the change process of nonsocial play in children.
Paying attention to the approach in the change from nonsocial play to social interaction, the
author examined whether children engaging nonsocial play or other children approached to make
social interaction. The participants were 58 preschool children (mean age = 62.09 months, SD =
9.21 months). Results from observation of event sampling method revealed that social interaction
was likely to occur from children engaging nonsocial play in the case of solitary passive play. This
study suggests that children engaging solitary passive play develop the play with others when
they are satisfied and finish their play.
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