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Abstract

This study examined the stability in maternal tendency to focus on a child’s mental world. The
continuity and discontinuity of this maternal character between the 15t to 5th year of life were
tested. When the infant was 6 months old, the 15t experiment was conducted with mothers to
assess their tendency to read the infant’s mental experiences. These mothers were followed up
and the 2" assessment was held when their child became 4 years old. This progress report
showed the tentative results on the stability in maternal way of viewing the child’s internal world.
The possibility of the change in maternal tendency along with child’s development was discussed.
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