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The influence of parents’ perceptions of children’s competence and
parents’ theories of intelligence.
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Abstract

The present research examined the relationship between parents’ perceptions of children’s
ability and the development of children’s competence and intrinsic motivation. The possibility
that the relationship is moderated by parents’ theories about the stability of intelligence was also
examined. In a study of 82 5th grade children and their parents, it was found that among
mothers with high entity theories, mothers’ perceptions of children’s ability were positively
related with one of the subscales of children’s intrinsic motivation, challenge. The results were
consistent with self-fulfilling prophecies hypotheses by Pomerantz and Dong (2006). A 2-wave,

longitudinal study will be needed to examine causal direction and influence of parents,
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perceptions on changes of children’s academic functioning.
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B EREO/EE Y LI b 0%, BRABIMAEL Lz (a=.80),

RASNcarver A RER, MEEICET A B it e TH RS TED LBRVWET)
L TEHOME (Bl : 50FEOADT TV IEWERWET) FTMUREDHK 7THAZRM L, BEE
KL, £ 2 oOBNENOASICHEYT DT ZRO (F]: sRIxE TH R TEH LBVET S/
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