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Abstract

Although there are many language studies on mothers and preschoolers, most of them
highlight only the importance of mental state reference and little has researched from other
perspectives. Therefore, this study examined the relation between mothers’ language focusing
whether they used an easy-to-understand expression for children or not, and children’s
theory-of-mind performance. Fifty-three children of both genders from 5- to 6-year-old took the
test of theory-of-mind task by Wellman & Liu individually and participated in the Picture Book
Communication Game with their mother. The results suggested that a correlation was found
between mothers’ easy-to-understand language for children and children’s theory-of-mind
performance. Since the correlation significantly remains though the effects of years in maternal
education and children’s verbal age are controlled, mothers’ language and children’s

theory-of-mind performance are strongly associated aside from these two factors.
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