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Receiving help and indebtedness for preschoolers
Identify the factor that influences indebtedness in preschoolers.
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Abstract

Adults feel indebt in receiving help. But, it is known that preschoolers don’t feel indebt like
adults do. The research was done to clarify the background factor of developmental change in
indebtedness. In the 1st study, influence of helper(well known - first met/adult - child) was
examined. The result shows that preschoolers tend to feel indebtedness to well known child;
friends. In the 2" study, the influence of reciprocation was examined. From the study, it became
clear that the reciprocity for receiving help are able or not are related to preschooler’s
indebtedness. It was suggested that receiving help from friends and recognition that they cannot
reciprocate make preschoolers become to feel indebtedness in receiving help.
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