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Abstract

This study examined the relation between parenting stresses and the mother-child relationships
of kindergarten-age children and their mothers in a longitudinal study. The participants in
Study 1 were 42 mothers and their children aged between 4 and 5 years old. First, the
parenting stresses of the mother were assessed. Then, the interactions of each mother-child
pair were observed in task-oriented situations in the laboratory. The results indicated that
mothers with greater parenting stresses behaved more inappropriately toward their children
than did mothers with low parenting stresses. Based on these results, Study 2 examined the
relation of parenting stresses and the mothers’ priority levels for their children. The
participants in Study 2 were 27 mothers from the original group and their children, now aged

6and 7 years old. The results indicated that children whose mothers’ parenting stresses were
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greater in Study 1 chose their mothers as an important person as did the children whose mothers’
parenting stresses were low in Study 2. But children whose mothers’ parenting stresses were
greater in Study 1 did not prioritize their mothers as highly as children whose mothers with low
parenting stresses.
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