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Abstract

As the trend of nuclear families is increasing in these years, children rarely experience the death
of their close relatives. Therefore, experiencing the death of close pets could be an important
factor for children to understand the death and to realize the value of life.

The purposes of this research are to study the interrelation between the children’s pet-loss
experience and the development of their concept of death (irreversibility, universality and
cessation of vital function), and to discuss the personality development of children by
experiencing pet-loss. In order to establish this study, interviews for 60 young children between

the ages of 3-6 and questionnaires for 63 parents were carried out.
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As the result, the children who had experienced pet-loss showed their understandings against
irreversibility more than the others. Additionally to this, it was revealed that the parents
became more aware of that the closer relationship with pets the children had, the more the
experience of pet-loss contributed to their personality developments.

Consequently, this study indicates the real pet-loss experience relates to the development of
understanding of the concept of death in the case of the children between the ages of 3-6.
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@FLEbiE, FVHLOERIE I RFFLRHIZDL 0.80 0.63
QEWE L TRBICE T, TEBIIETS 0.76 0.59
@FMMETL TR, FELPEEZESDICLINWERS 0.72 0.51
Q@MW E < TRERIE, FEbDMEHRBEICHRISE/E) 0.72 0.55
@FEbiE, MOKYESE2HS 0.71 0.52
O % < TREBRIE, &b OEMEROFREIEILO LS 0.64 0.48
@FEBIE, [ EWVHZEiIZoNTEXDLLIITRD 0.62 0.43
OF LT, BMIRETERIIKHLTWDEEIEAS 0.46 0.27
FREER(=E 485

X ¥- % - 443
BREEE (%) 49.22

o 1%4% (Cronback) 0.89
EROFKSITERMEEF S
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EAY L7/ R R (Y 0.86 0.74
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ZTOEWOWETEZ L LTV 0.64 0.52
& A A 433
K+ %5 4.03
BEEE (%) 67.17
a %45 (Gronback) 0.92
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Ny b & OBBEHERSR
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B DR ORERIC L B AN

> g
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