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Abstract

In the present study, we observed and analyzed the ways in which infants changed their
methods of play in response to changes in the voice or graphics of multimedia picture books.
Observations were conducted by dividing infants into small groups of 3-6 children, with each
group sharing one computer. In addition to the interim report, the following findings were
obtained based on our observations: 1) Classification and chronological analysis of episodes
revealed characteristic routes for "sound and interaction present" as well as "no sound, but
interaction present"; 2) the highest score for the level of understanding was observed for "no
sound or interaction" and "reading of multimedia picture books". Responses using gestures,

onomatopoeia, and mimetic words were more common for computers; 3) responses with a high
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level of imagination were obtained for "sound and interaction present" and "reading of picture
books"; 4) gender differences were observed for "conflict over possession of mouse or space", which

was greater among boys than girls.
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