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Studies on Young Children’s Concept of Death of Pet
and on the Changes in the View of Life after Experiencing Pet-Loss.

(Progress report)
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As the trend of nuclear families is increasing in these years, children rarely experience the death
of a close relative. However, it is believed that experiencing the death of a close relative could be
an important experience for children to understand the death and to realize the value of life. The
purpose of this research is to study understanding of the death of animal and the personality
development by investigating young children who have experienced the pet-loss.

In this progress report, the purpose is to prepare the study for the main investigation by
interviewing with the young children about the death of pet and analyzing the questionnaire
from people who have experienced pet-loss. As a result, the circumstance of the death, the
emotion at the time, the reason of the death and the imagination of afterworld were observed in

the interviews with young children. Also, items related to the personality development were
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gained from the questionnaire of the pet-loss experience.
The main research will be developed based on the above results.
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