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Pointing in mother-child interactions
: How mothers and children in Japan, China, and the United States

organize their narrative
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Pointing in mother-child interactions occurring during the joint storytelling session is
compared across areas of residence. The total amount of pointing by mothers did not differ
much when talking about pictures depicting some interpersonal conflicts. On the other hand,
children’s pointing behavior differed. Children in China showed used most pointing and the US
the least. Mothers in US tend to prohibit children to point during the session, and children used
pointing in relation to the subject, object or themes closely related to the content of the talk.
Children in Japan tend to point to supplement what they cannot explain verbally, often in
relation to the internal state of the people in the pictures. Even though contents of the pointing
differed, the purpose of pointing, as a way to supply verbal information was the same.
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1 M: He probable really shouldn’t be doing that. (%)
2 M: Because his mother’s back’s turned to him. 8 M: That’s a little bit dangerous by
3 M: So she doesn’t know what he’s doing. by climbing up there.
4 M: He’s climbing up and he’s trying to get 9 C: Is he gonna get that?

something. 10 M: He’s trying to.
5 C: What, that? 11 M: (Be)cause I think he’s trying to
6 M: I think he’s trying to that a cup. get all the way up to the top of the
7 M: But see what happened when he got up there, ladder, so he can reach some cookies.

and tried to get the cup?
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