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Preschools Socialize small children who are social members, though they are the organizations
incorporated into the society. There fore, social changes are associated with changing preschool
practices in Japan, U.S. and China. In this study, we used the questionnaire used originally by
Tobin and colleagues for meaning of preschool for children, importance of preschool in society and

important character of teachers in preschool. As a result, we could find the consistency for the
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meaning of preschool as well as intracultural differences to changing society.

O Key WordsO Early childhood education, intracultural difference, inter cultural difference
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Table 1.1 “ What are the most important things for children to learn in preschool? ”

China Japan USA

(FIRST CHOICE (O0) 1989 | 2003 | 1989 | 2003 | 1989 | 2003
0ooooOoOo 13.14| 8.30| 2.04| 3.70| 3.52| 2.00
00000000000000000000 37.29| 33.80| 29.59| 26.85| 31.66| 25.20
000000000000000 3.81| 5.10| 31.29| 39.81| 5.03| 14.30
0oo 16.53| 8.90| 9.18| 5.56| 5.53| 5.40

5
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goood 0.00 2.50 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.70
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gooooooooooogn .81 5.70 0.68| 12.96 7.54| 27.20
1
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oooo .27 0.00 0.34 0.93 .01 2.00
ooo0ooooooooooooooooan 11.44| 17.20| 13.95 8.33 .01 0.70
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Table 1.2 “ Why should a society have preschool? ”

China Japan USA
(FIRST CHOICE (O0) 1989 | 2003 | 1989 | 2003 | 1989 | 2003
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oo
00000000000000000000000000

16.53| 3.80| 1.36| 4.63| 6.50| 2.00
000
00000000000000000000 8.05| 1.90| 13.90| 37.96| 14.00| 21.80
00000000000000000000000000
- 11.44| 28.00| 5.42| 32.41| 3.50| 10.90
000000000 00000000000000000

12.29| 24.20| 61.36| 12.04| 19.00| 17.70
0oo
0oO000000000000 0.85| 4.50| 3.39| 0.93| 4.50| 2.70
000000000000 00000000000000 | 10.59| 8.30| 13.56| 9.26| 21.00| 12.90

Table 1.3 “ What are the most important characteristics of a good preschool teacher? ”

China Japan USA

(FIRST CHOICE (O) 1989 | 2003 | 1989 | 2003 | 1989 | 2003
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Table 2.2 “ Why should a society have preschool? ”

China Japan USA
TOP3 ( O) 1989 | 2003 | 1989 | 2003 | 1989 | 2003
000000000000 00000000000 22.46| 0.18| 0.79| 9.26| 15.50| 17.20
000000000 00000000000000000

3.81| 5.50| 0.79| 6.79| 0.67| 0.70
oo
00000000000000000000000000

15.26| 7.60| 2.60| 11.11| 8.67| 2.00
000
00000000000000000000 8.05| 5.10| 23.61| 24.07| 12.50| 15.40
00000000000000000000000000
- 9.89| 14.40| 6.10| 17.59| 4.83| 9.50
000000000 00000000000000000

15.54| 20.20| 30.74| 17.28| 20.67| 19.00
0oo
0oO000000000000 2.54| 4.50| 7.46| 2.78| 5.00| 5.00
000000000000 00000000000000 | 22.46| 17.20| 26.10| 11.11| 21.33| 18.60

Table 2.3 “ What are the most important characteristics of a good preschool teacher? ”

China Japan USA
TOP3 ( O) 1989 | 2003 | 1989 | 2003 | 1989 | 2003
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