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Joint story telling as an opportunity for cultural learning (2)
: Social interactions in Tokyo, Yamagata, and Okinawa
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Story telling style of Yamagata (northern Japan) mothers, Okinawa (southern Japan) mothers
and Tokyo mothers are compared. The analysis was focused on how they discuss interpersonal
conflicts shown in the picture. The main feature of the picture, the conflict, is mentioned, in all
areas, but while Tokyo mothers tend to mention the possible causes for the conflict, Yamagata
and Okinawa mothers seemed to avoid doing so. Tokyo mothers 1) attribute the situation drawn
in the picture as the cause of the conflict, 2) present several possibilities as the cause and, 3)
allow the child to select likely ones. Yamagata and Okinawa pairs discussed the conflict, several
times without mentioning the possible cause.

We have been comparing Tokyo, Yamagata and Okinawa story telling activity (Kakinuma &
Uemura 2003), and have reported some differences in the style, indicating that these differences
are of the reflection of the interpersonal relationship of the particular society, and that mothers

tend to reflect the narrative style and the child acquire the style by participating in such joint
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activity.  We speculate that these differences may be related to the population mobility levels of
the past generations.

O Key Words Story telling styles, Sub-culture differences, Joint action, Scaffolding
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