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Young Children's Style of Interaction among Peers
: Age Differences.

Tokyo University of Foreign Studies UEHARA, Izumi
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In this study, peer interactions were objectively measured in three-, four-, five-, and
six-year-olds. In each age, 5.5-min activities within a group of 6-8 peers were recorded during a
snack time. The results demonstrated three main age differences. First, three-year-olds
responded to only less than 40% of utterances or actions, whereas turn-taking of utterances or
actions was observed for about 50%, 60%, and 70% of all cases in four-, five- and six-year-olds
respectively. Second, a significant age difference was observed in the rate of imitation of all the
responses: more than 50% for three-year-olds, 20% for four-year-olds, and less than 5% for both
five- and six-year-olds. Third, a significant age difference was also found in the rate of nonverbal
actions of all activities. These results indicate that social interaction style among peers would
change considerably during childhood.
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