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Development of the comprehension of complex phrases:
Using phrases composed of an adjective and a noun
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We investigated the developmental stages in the comprehension of phrases such as “black
shoes.” Ninio (2004) has suggested that initially, children can first comprehend only the noun,
“shoes.” They later reach the stage in which they can also comprehend the noun together with the
adjective “black.” Ninio (2004) presented four pictures (black shoes, white shoes, black socks, and

white socks) to Hebrew speaking children with the following instructions: “Please give me black

117



oooo 0200

shoes.” Ninio hypothesized that when performing this task, children would make more wrong
responses with the correct noun (e.g. white shoes) than wrong responses with the correct
adjective (e.g. black socks). The results of the experiment supported this hypothesis. However,
Ninio’s experiment was confounded because in Hebrew, the noun is the first word, as well as the
syntactic headword of a phrase. We eliminated this confounding factor by repeating Ninio’s
experiment in the Japanese language. Also in our experiment children made more wrong
responses with the correct noun than with the correct adjective. This result suggests that
children in the early stage of development comprehend the noun phrases only on the basis of the
noun. Future plans and problems of this research are discussed. Problems and research
strategies in investigating the developmental stages of noun comprehension are discussed.

O Key WordsO Language Acquisition, Adjective Acquisition, Phrase Comprehension

0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000C00
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000 000000000000Ninio(2004)0000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000 2000000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000 000000000000000000000O0000Ninio (2004)
000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000(0100)I00000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
Ninio (2004)0000000000000000000O00000O00000D000000000
00000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
“ha-dubi ha-gadol”(00- 00000 OO0O0O000)I00000000000000 Ninio (2004)

o0 ogoooooboooo

118



goooooooooooooon

oo 00O

oboo b0 oodobD 0 obo b0 oogo

gbooobob 0o oooo 0 bobobobo 0o booboo
gboobob 0o bobobo b0 oooobob 0 oboboo
oo 0O 000 0o 0odb 0 o0obo

goob 0o ocoboobobo 0 oodb b0 oboboboo
gboobob 0o oobob 0o obobobo 0o ooboo
obooobo b0 ooooboo 0 bobobo b ooooboo
gboobo b0 oooboo 0 bobob 0o ooooo

oboo 0O 0ooobO 0 0obo b0 oogo

oo 0 000 0o odb 0o obo

gboobob 0o bobobo 0 oooobob 0o oboboo
gbobob 0o bobobo 0 ooooboob 0 oboboo

g200oooooobobobobobobooboboooobDobobobboobooLooDUubOoD
gobobooobooboooboboboboooboogoogboboboboooobDobDOoDbODuDb O
gbobooooobooboboboboooboooooouobobobobooooooooooboan
gbobooooooobooooooboboooooobooooobooboobobooboooooobOon
0000000000 000O0O00DOO0O0 10000000 Ninio (200)00000O0O0DOOOO
OO0000O0O0OONInio2004) 0000000000 OOO0ODODOO0ODOOOODDODODOODODOO
gooo

b 1boobooooboooboobooboboboboobooooo
obobobooooboobooboobobobobooooobooobooboboobo

ob 20000000oo0obooboboboboobooooo
obooboooogooo

O0OCOO0OO 1 ONinio (004)0000000C0CCOCOOOOO00O0OOOODODOOODOOOCOO

gboobooobooooobooboobooboooooooooobobooboooboobooboobobon
gb200booobooboboboboboobooooooboooboobobobobobOooboOon
000000000 Ninioo04)DOODOOOOOOOOODDOOODOOOODODOOODAONIinio
o) ODOoDOOoUOO0Oo00DOOO00O00ODOO0OOO0U0DODUOODO0O0ODODUODODOOIDDOO
gboboboooooboboboboooooooboobobobo

ob sooboooboobooboobobobobobooooo
oboobooogooo

119



oooo 0200

ggad
oo

000 310000000000000044.16(000O32-55) 00000
00 40100120000000@EHO

— B AR OME

- e - BB ORE

SRSPUSAEN

2-3 4-5 6-7 8-9 10-11 12
(N=3) (N=8) (N=6) (N=8) (N=5) (N=1)

EZE (N:ARFOX %K)

g0 Ooo0ooooboobOobobobooboooobo

oo ooboooobobobOoboooOoooboobOobDUobOobOobOoUobOobLDOobDOoDbDOoD
gboboooooboboobobooobooboooboooboboboboboboboboooooooban
gboboboooboobobobobooboooooobobobobobob1200000
goooo

OO000O0OO0O00DOObOeOOOO0ODOOODO3ODOOOODODOOODOOO@2oOOOn
gbobooooooooobobobobbooooboooDoLDobDobobobbooLoODUuDbOoD
OOO0OO0OCOOoOOOONinio (0040000000 O0CO0DO0O0ODOODIDODOODODOODbOOO
gboboboobooboobooboboboboooboobooboobbo200b00b00b00ob0oobo0bOobon
oboboboboooboooobobo

goo
go

000 0O01o0o0000O0Oosoo0obOo0oooooooD42.40(OoO3-54)o0onn
g0 0O01wmooooobobo

uggb dowywooobobooboooboobooobooboobboobbobbooon

120



goooooooooooooon

obobooooooboboboboooooon
goooo

gbi1godoooobobobotbedboboobooboob 3DbobbooboobUoDo
Oo0(@3)000ioooon1000000ooooogddNinio (2004) 0000000000
gboobo1wmobobobooobooobooooboboboooooobobooboboobbon 30
gboboboooooboooboboboooboooobooooboboboo

—8— 4R ORE

5 - -e- - JERGURTFORE

g R
I

4-5 6-7 8-9 10-11 12
(N=7) (N=7) (N=7) (N=8) (N=5) (N=2)
BB (N B RO

00 O00O00O00O0O0O0O0ob0Ooboooooooooo

googd

gboooooooopoooooboboooooooboboboboobooboobobOoboooo
oboboooooooboobooooboboobooooobooboboboobDoobooooboooDOoo
gobobooooooobooboboooooobooboobobobobooboobLDobobDub oD
gbobooooooboboboboooboooobooboboboboooobooboboboboOan
gboboooooobobobooooobooooobooDoboOobobooooooooboan
gbobooooooobobobobooobobobooobobobobobobboboboooobDoo
gooobooooooooboooooboboboooobDobobobobooboobDOobDOoDub OO
gboboboboooboouooboboboboboooboob0obUbUbobobLDUDoDOon

121



oooo 0200

goon

Ninio, A. (2004). Young children's difficulty with adjectives modifying nouns. Journal of Child
Language, 31, 255-285.

122





