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How Young Children Play with Multimedia-picture Books.
An Interim Report.
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This study examined how five-year old children changed their play-strategy with
Multimedia-picture books when sound and interaction! factors were changed. The subjects
examined were 102 five-year-old children. The children were divided into subgroups of 3-6
children with each subgroup being assigned one computer. Study methods included systematic
observation and interviews. In this interim report we analyzed the following five areas: (1) the
number of turns-taken, (2) the duration of interaction?, (3) the amount of interaction® between
three or more children, (4) social conflict behavior, (5) the amount of utterances. This data was
compared with data from traditional picture books. The results were as follows: (1) when the
software was in ‘interaction without sound’ mode, the amount of conversation and interaction?
between children was seen to increase. (2) Interaction? between three or more children was noted

during computer playing scenes. (3) Social conflict behavior relating to the computer mouse was
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noted and could be divided into 10 categories including strategy characterized by computer skills.
This study will continue until December, 2006.

1: This interaction refer to the children interacting with the software. For example, a child clicks
on a bird and the bird dances and sings.

2: This interaction refers to the children’s communicative behavior.

O Key wordd Young Children, Computer, Multimedia - Picture books, Software
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