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Parents-child relationships during school age were investigated, based on the memory of
University students. Male students were often scolded regarding their school works and/or their
living/life styles by their fathers. Female students were often scolded regarding their living/life
styles from by both parents, and they were also scolded regarding domestic helping by their
mothers. In contrast, male students were not scolded regarding domestic helping by both
parents. Both male and female students have fewer experiences of praise and admiration than
of scolding. Regarding school work, only female students reported that they had much
experience of admiration by their fathers.

The father’s age effect on child discipline was examined. Students were divided into two groups,
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those having fathers over 50 years old and those having fathers under 50 years old. Students
with fathers under 50 years old fathers were often scolded regarding about daily living. In
contrast, these same students were praised more for their school work than the students who
had fathers over 50 years old. The same tendency was found with the mothers who had
husbands under 50 years old. Students who did not experience praise were significantly found in
the cohort of over 50 years old fathers. The same tendency was found with the mothers who had
husbands over 50 years old.

Regarding the father-son communication, it was the lowest when sons were high school
students, and father-daughter communication was the lowest when they were junior high school
students. Mother-son communication was the lowest when they were high school students, and
mother-daughter communication was lowest when they were junior high school students. Over
the 30% of boys and girls separated their bedroom from their parents’ when they were 6 years
olds.

O Key WordsO Parents-child relationships, Gender difference, Discipline, Socialization, Parental
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