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How do babies acquire language? The main purpose of this study is to clarify the process of
understanding language which begins before word production, especially what is liable to be a
cue of understanding language. Relationship between pre-linguistic vocalization such as cooing
and babbling, non-verbal aspects such as expression of emotion and gestures and understanding
and production of language are investigated.

We are planning to conduct research by visiting the homes of 4 individual subjects, once a
month for about 2 years. In this paper, the results of the first set of research are detailed. The 4
subjects were all between 11 and 34 weeks of age when the research began and they are growing
up in a normal and average environment. Though one of them was born prematurely, they are

all in good health and developing normally. They don’t speak any words yet, only coo and babble
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at this point. The results of following research are reported in study 2.
O Key WordsO Understanding words, Pre-linguistic vocalization, Gestures, Home visiting

research method
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