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A baby is hearing a mother’s voice while it is growing in her womb. And from birth it grows
up with many words spoken to it by its mother. When does a baby learn to understand their
meanings, then? The aim of this study is to investigate how a baby understands language
before learning to speak, which centers on pre-linguistic vocalization, pointing, and gesture.
We made up a questionnaire which consists of 4 parts that are pre-linguistic vocalization,
understanding of language, understanding of words, and producing of short sentences. And we
carried out the questionnaire survey of the parents whose children are under 3 years of age and
the parents whose children are handicapped. The items which cause the significant differences
of the data between normal and handicapped children may be important indicators of language
development. In Study 1 (this paper), we described face seat items. Other items are examined
in detail in Study 2.
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Questionnaire survey
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