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Purpose of this study was to clarify the structure of mother’s expectation and emotional bond
with her daughter comparing the bond with her son and to examine the factors including
mother’s relationship with her husband affecting the strength of mother-daughter emotional
bond.

Four factors were identified as mother-daughter bond, 1) mother’s acknowledgment of
daughter as empathetic understanding supporter, 2) mother’s expectation for daughter as
care-taker in mother’s old age, 3) mother’s strong concern / intervention in daughter’s life, 4)
mother’s “one-ness” feeling with daughter. All the factors were significantly strong in
mother-daughter bond than mother-son bond. Strength of mother-daughter bond was closely

related with mother’s relationships with her husband. Mother who was poor in mutual warm
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love, interrelationships and trust with her husband tended to have stronger expectation and

concerns for daughter.

The finding supports clinical reports on recent mother’s over-expectation and emotional bond

with her daughters. Mother / woman’s psychological healthy development was discussed in

relation to recent drastic social changes and cultural contexts in Japanese society.
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