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The Relationship between the Development of Children’s Solitary Play
and the Representation of Mental State
— An Approach based on the Theory of Mind —
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This study explored relations between representation of mental state and
children’s development of playing at home in 18 young children(3years old-6 years old).
At first, 18 children was divided into 2 groups by whether can understand or not
three representative tasks. Second, trained children’s mother observed their child’s
play for 7 days. And the data by mother was categorized in 4 categories in terms of
children’s play at home. The result showed children who understood representation of
mental state was significantly more to engage in “creative and imaginative play” as
compared that children didn’t understood it. And then children who didn’t understood
representation of mental state were significantly more in engaging in watching TV or
Video than children understood it. In other analysis, the data by mother was
categorized in 4 categories about children’'s behavior. As a result, children who
understood it were significantly to do “supporting” and “ helping” behavior than

children that not understood.
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