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Does gaze control young children's behavior?
: The effect of the existence of invisible others.
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Abstract

Self-regulation (e.g., controlling behaviors and desires) is essential to the children's adaptive
development. Researchers have paid attention to the gaze's (eyes) influence on behavioral
regulation in recent years. Adults adjust their behavior by the gaze (eyes), while some
developmental studies show that young children do not adjust their behavior by the gaze (e.g.,
illustrations of the eyes). However, there is evidence that children are sensitive to others' gazes,
and it is hasty to conclude that gaze is not related to a child's behavioral regulation. In this study,
to examine the influence of the gaze (eyes) on children's behavioral regulation in more detail, we
examine the effect of invisible others. Children are sensitive to the gaze. If the existence of

invisible others enhances their "sense of being seen," children may regulate their behavior by gaze
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