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Abstract

Previous studies have shown that when listening to speech sounds that express different
emotions in tone and verbal content, adults tend to judge the speaker's emotion based on tone,
while young children tend to judge the speaker's emotion based on verbal content. In the present
study, factors that lead children to judge speakers' emotions based on tone of voice as well as
adults were examined in 3—5-year-old infants. The results showed that the understanding that
verbal content does not necessarily reflect true emotions consistently influenced the tendency to
focus on tone of voice, and that only children who could switch their attention flexibly judged the
speaker's emotions by focusing on tone of voice to the extent that they could read emotions from

tone of voice. In addition to understanding that tone of voice reflects true emotions, it was
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suggested that in order to consider tone of voice as important, children need to be able to switch
their attention and be able to read emotions from tone of voice.
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