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Children's Strategy to Join a Group in Ecological Observation
— Interactional Process about Children's Behavior to Join a Group —

Graduated School of Bunkyo Women's University ~ SHIBUYA, Kimie
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How do children behavior to join a group and to accept a stranger into their group? This study
observed children's nature play (only children) by ecological approach in the woods. First case
was observed that four older children's group members slid down the steep slope and one younger
child wanted to join their group. At first, the younger child slid down another slope near them.
One older child intentionally passed in front of him when the child wanted to climb a steep slope
to slide down again, and he followed the child. And then two older children failed to slide down it.
He helped them. One older child said nonsense word and he answered same nonsense word to the
child. Everyone roared with laughter and he could join them. Second case was observed that
some children made their ship of bamboo grass and one child was looking at them near there.
And then they decided to have a race in their ships, but they didn't have a judge man. They asked
to him, "we want you to help us". He joined and judged their race. After he judged the race, he
joined the race as a racer. It was important that stranger could find a role in a group when he or
she wanted to join the group.
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